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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July, 
10, 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 6, line 8 
of claim 12, "the a content category of the reminder information" should be -a content 
category of the reminder information-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-14, 16-18, and 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Nemoto et al. "Nemoto" (USPN 5,214,622) [cited in previous 
action] in view of Pierre et al. "Pierre" (US Pub Num 2003/0070182). 

Regarding Claim 1, Nemoto discloses a system for providing a reminder 
message to a display, the system comprising: 

a handheld device (20 - figure 3) comprising: 

an input device (26 - figures 3-4) (Col. 6, lines 6-15) for: 

entering a reminder message (Col. 6, lines 42-50), the reminder 
message comprising reminder information and a time (11 - figure 1; Col. 
5, lines 23-61) 

a transmitter (51 - figure 4) for wirelessly transmitting a signal 
corresponding to the reminder message (Col. 7, lines 5-10); 
a memory device (15 - figure 4) for storing reminder messages (Col. 6, lines 45- 

49); 

a first data processor (16 - figure 4) operatively connected to said memory 
device (15 - figure 4) for retrieving reminder messages from said memory device 
substantially at the reminder message time determined for display of the reminder 
information (Col. 7, lines 27-55) and for processing the reminder message to generate a 
display signal for each retrieved reminder message, the display signal being capable to 
cause a message corresponding to the respective reminder message to be displayed 
on a display (Col. 4, lines 50-58; Col. 9, lines 22-30); 
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a second processor (12 - figure 2) suitable for receiving an audio/video signal 
and for processing the received audio/video signal for presentation on a television 
display (Col. 5, lines 13-22), and for receiving the display signal from said first data 
processor and for causing the reminder information to be displayed on the television 
display (1 1 - figure 1) so that it is superimposed on at least a portion of the audio/video 
signal (10 - figure 1; Col. 4, lines 40-43) presented on the television display (8 - figure 
2) (Col. 10, lines 28-41). 

Nemoto fails to disclose determining a reminder message time based on a 
content category of the reminder information and from the time. In an analogous art, 
Pierre discloses a system (figure 4) for providing a reminder message to a display, the 
system comprising: determining a reminder message time based on a content category 
of the reminder information and from the time flf 25, 27, 29, 35). Pierre teaches an 
event notification or "reminder message" may be categorized into one of four categories 
and based on the category associated with the event notification, an event notification 
that is classified as a higher priority will be displayed first at an earlier time before a 
lower priority event notification. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Nemoto to include determining a reminder 
message time based on a content category of the reminder information and from the 
time as taught by Pierre for the benefit of providing a user-friendly display notification to 
a user at a necessary time, based off of the category associated with the event 
notification. 
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As for Claims 2 and 13, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches wherein said memory device (15 - figure 4) for storing reminder messages and 
said first data processor (16 - figure 4) reside in said handheld device (20 - figure 4) 
(Col. 6, lines 33-49). 

As for Claims 3 and 14, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches wherein said memory device (1 - figure 2) for storing reminder messages 
resides in a set top box (Col. 4, lines 61-67). 

As for Claim 5, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto teaches 
wherein the handheld device comprises a keyboard (26 - figures 3-4) for entering 
alphanumeric data (Col. 6, lines 49-50). 

As for Claims 6, 7, and 16 Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches means for allowing stored reminder messages to be displayed on a display for 
editing of the reminder messages (Col. 7, lines 11-18; Col. 13, lines 61-63). 

As for Claims 8 and 17, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches wherein said handheld device further comprises: 

a display (22 - figures 3-4), and means for allowing a user to view the 
alphanumeric data as the user enters it with said keyboard (Col. 7, lines 11-18). 
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As for Claims 9 and 18, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches wherein the stored reminder messages are capable of being displayed on said 
display of the handheld device for editing of the reminder messages (Col. 7, lines 11-18; 
Col. 13, lines 61-63). 

As for Claims 1 1 and 20, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches wherein reminder information comprises text and an image (1 1 - figure 1) (Col. 
12, lines 53-61). 

Regarding Claim 12, Nemoto discloses a method for providing a reminder 
message to a display (Abstract) comprising: 

entering a reminder message on a handheld device (20 - figures 3-4) the 
reminder message comprising reminder information and a time (Col. 5, lines 23-61; Col. 
6, lines 42-50); 

wirelessly transmitting a signal corresponding to the reminder message (51 - 
figure 4 and Col. 7, lines 5-10); 

storing reminder messages in a memory device (1 - figure 2 and Col. 4, lines 59- 

66); 

receiving the transmitted signal (50 - figures 1-2) corresponding to the reminder 
message (Col. 5, lines 7-13); 
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retrieving reminder messages from said memory device (1 - figure 2) at the time 
selected for display of the reminder information (Col. 4, line 66 to Col. 5, line 3; Col. 5, 
lines 13-22); 

processing the reminder message to generate a display signal for each retrieved 
reminder message, the display signal being capable to cause a message corresponding 
to the respective message to be displayed on a display (Col. 5, lines 13-22; Col. 10, 
lines 28-41); 

receiving an audio/video signal (6 - figure 2; Col. 5, lines 13-22); 

processing the received audio/video signal for presentation on a television 
display (7 - figure 2; Col. 5, lines 18-22); 

receiving the display signal (8 - figure 2; Col. 5, lines 18-22); and 

displaying the information corresponding to a retrieved reminder message on the 
television display so that it is superimposed on at least a portion of the audio/video 
signal (1 1 - figure 1) presented on the television display (10 - figure 1) (Col. 5, lines 13- 
22), at the reminder message time determined for display of the reminder information 
(Col. 5, lines 13-61; Col. 10, lines 28-41). 

Nemoto fails to disclose determining an appropriate reminder message display 
time the reminder information is to be displayed to a user based on a content category 
of the reminder information and from the time. In an analogous art, Pierre discloses a 
method for providing a reminder message to a display, the method comprising: 
determining an appropriate reminder message display time the reminder information is 
to be displayed to a user based on a content category of the reminder information and 
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from the time fl| 25, 27, 29, 35). Pierre teaches an event notification or "reminder 
message" may be categorized into one of four categories and based on the category 
associated with the event notification, an event notification that is classified as a higher 
priority will be displayed first at an earlier time before a lower priority event notification. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Nemoto to include determining a reminder 
message time based on a content category of the reminder information and from the 
time as taught by Pierre for the benefit of providing a user-friendly display notification to 
a user at a necessary time, based off of the category associated with the event 
notification. 

As for Claims 21 and 23, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches a countdown timer (3 - figure 2) for generating the display signal at 
predetermined intervals after the reminder display time (Col. 2, lines 1-6; Col. 5, lines 
13-53). Nemoto discloses a mode in which the memory information display 1 1 or 
"reminder message" is continuously or intermittently displayed at appointed display rate 
and for a separately set display period. 

As for Claims 22 and 24, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Nemoto 
teaches means for repeating the generation of the display signal periodically at a known 
rate (Col. 2, lines 1-6; Col. 5, lines 13-53). 
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As for Claims 25 and 26, Nemoto and Pierre disclose, in particular Pierre teaches 
wherein the content category is selected from a list comprising: television program and 
appointment fl| 25 & 35). 

However, Nemoto and Pierre fail to explicitly disclose wherein prescribed 
medication time is a content category. The examiner gives Official Notice that it is 
notoriously well known in the art for users to create reminders in order to remember to 
take prescribed medication at specific times during the day. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination of Nemoto and Pierre to include 
prescribed medication time as a content category for the benefit of allowing users to 
create a reminder to take prescribed medication at specified time during the day to 
ensure users not forgetting to take the medication during a busy day. 

6. Claims 4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nemoto in view of Pierre as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and further in view of 
Allen (USPN 6,259,891) [cited in previous office action]. 

As for Claims 4 and 15, Nemoto and Pierre jointly disclose the system and 
method of Claims 1 and 12 but fail to disclose wherein the message corresponding to a 
retrieved reminder message is transmitted to and displayed on the television display as 
text in a closed caption message. 
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In an analogous art, Allen discloses wherein the message corresponding to a 
retrieved reminder message is transmitted to and displayed on the television display as 
text in a closed caption message (Col. 6, line 66 to Col. 7, line 4 & Col. 7, lines 21-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination of Nemoto and Pierre to include 
use of closed captioning to display reminder messages, as taught by Allen, for the 
benefit of inserting a reminder message within the VBI signal of the received broadcast 
signal which is considered to be an industry standard and commonly implemented on 
televisions and set-top boxes. 

7. Claims 10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nemoto in view of Pierre as applied to claims 6 and 12 above, and further in view 
of Wehmeyer (USPN 6,169,543). 

As for Claims 10 and 19, Nemoto and Pierre fail to disclose wherein stored 
reminder messages are capable of being displayed on the television display for editing 
of the reminder messages. 

In an. analogous art, Wehmeyer teaches wherein stored reminder messages are 
capable of being displayed on the television display for editing of the reminder 
messages (figure 5A; Col. 13, lines 41-48 & Col. 14, lines 4-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination of Nemoto and Pierre to include 
wherein stored reminder messages are capable of being displayed on the television 
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display for editing of the reminder messages as taught by Wehmeyer for the benefit of 
providing the user with a means to edit any reminders or events that may need to be 
changed before the reminder is to occur. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Parry whose telephone number is (571) 272-8328. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM EST to 
4:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Chris Parry 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2623 
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